T

he current obsession with online poker emphasises how
the humble playing card is
still a main feature of some people’s
entertainment.
A pack of playing cards gets
quite a hard life. All that dealing
and shuffling and cutting the pack
takes its toll, and most decks have
a short life. Examples that have
survived for 100 years or more are

COLLECTABLES

by the rich. The decks in use then
might even have been hand-painted.
European packs have always had
four suits, though the subjects of each
would vary, depending on country
of origin. The basic suits of playing
cards which we are familiar with
today appear to have originated in the
French town of Rouen, which was
the centre of card manufacture in the
seventeenth century. The King, Queen

Clamouring for a top deck

Edwardian playing cards are prime target
popular with certain collectors, but
even more modern packs will also
be collectable if they have some
novelty interest.
Playing cards are thought to have
appeared in China or India, but they
arrived in Europe around 1375.
However, it was another century or
so before any recorded evidence of
playing cards being used in England
– and even then they were used only

and Jack are known as the court cards
and the figures are normally depicted
wearing French court dress.
By the Victorian period in the
late 19th century, playing cards
was a popular activity with men,
women and children of every social
class. There were many different
card games constantly invented, as
this was an age before radio and
TV, and thus making your own

entertainment was very important.
It was not until the 1850s that the
cards became ‘double headed’ – i.e.
able to be viewed the same at top
or bottom. And from about 1880
the value of the card was actually
printed in the top left and bottom
right corners, whereas previously
you actually had to count the
emblems.
Around this time cards also
became thinner and more flexible
so that they could be more easily
shuffled. And the joker was also
introduced – initially as just a
blank extra card used in a particular
American card game, but card
makers quickly started designing
their own distinctive jokers instead
of using a blank.
Today, there’s a strong demand
for old playing cards dating back
to the Edwardian period and earlier
due to their distinct differences
in design, and if they’re in good
condition they can fetch anything
from £20 to £100 a set. Older

No numbers to help

cards from the 18th or early 19th
centuries can fetch more amongst
serious collectors. Makers’ names
to look out for include De La Rue,
Grimaud of Paris and Piatnik of
Vienna. Their cards were top quality
and sometimes of slightly quirky
design.

Alderford Watermill Open

to the
public from 2-5pm on Sunday June 10th.
Free entry (donations invited). Alderford Street,
Sible Hedingham CO9 3HZ. Further details at
alderfordmill.org.uk

This year Coggeshall’s gardeners

invite you to share the magic of “Ponds, Pools
and Puddles” when we open our gardens on
Sunday, 3rd June from 2:00pm to 6:00pm.
Come and explore woodland gardens, riverside
gardens, tiny gardens and formal gardens. Enjoy
afternoon tea by the river before collecting your
bargains to take home from our plant stall. Our
younger visitors will find plenty of watery fun on
offer too. A perfect afternoon for all the family!
£5.00 per person, children under 12 free. Visit
www.coggeshallopengardens.org.uk for more
information.

Summer Offers
£695

Craft and Gift Fair

in Sudbury on
Saturday May 26th from 9 am to 4 pm in the
lovely setting of St Peter’s church, Market Hill,
Sudbury. With over 30 tables full of interesting
gift ideas for all the family, Free Entry and our
own cafe you are assured a unique shopping
experience.

Keep a’
Higgling

£635

£1,095

CAPITAL

DRY CLEANING
5 Shirts
Washed & Ironed
£5.00
Car Parking at Front and Rear

11 The Centre, Halstead

01787 477230
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